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Graduated from the Technical University of Munich in 1972, Bernd

Pischetsrieder started his professional career a year later, as a Production

Planning Engineer at BMW AG, Munich. Later on, he was Director of Production,

Development, Purchasing and Logistics (BMW South Africa, 1982). He was

appointed Member (1991) - with responsibility for production - then Chairman

(1993-1999) of the Board of Management of BMW AG. He entered VOLKSWAGEN

AG in 2000 as Member of the Board responsible for 'Quality Assurance' and as

Chairman of the Board of Management of SEAT S.A. In 2002 Dr. Bernd

Pischetsrieder was appointed as Chairman of the Board of Management of

VOLKSWAGEN AG.

Graduated from the Ecole Supérieure de Commerce de Paris, Jean-Pierre Raffarin

started his professional career in 1973 in the private sector where he held the

position of Marketing Director with the Jacques Vabre coffee company and, in

1981, of Executive Director with Bernard Krief Communication. He was General

Representative of the Institute Euro-92 from 1988 to 1989 and in 1995, was

appointed Minister for Small and Medium Enterprises and Commerce position

that he held until 1997. Very active at the local level, he was subsequently Town

Counsellor (Poitiers, 1977-1995), Deputy Mayor (Chasseneuil-du-Poitou, 1995-

2001) and President of the Poitou-Charentes Regional Council (since 1998) as well

as a very proactive promoter of the Atlantic Arch cooperation.

Jean-Dominique PERCEVAULT
Chairman and Managing 

Director SCHLUMBERGER S.A.

Services Pétroliers 

SCHLUMBERGER and Axalto S.A.

Bernd PISCHETSRIEDER
Chairman of the Board 

of Management 

VOLKSWAGEN AG

Jean-Pierre RAFFARIN
Prime Minister

FRENCH GOVERNMENT

Jean-Dominique Percevault started his SCHLUMBERGER career in February 1971

as Director of Personnel Etudes et Productions Schlumberger in Clamart (1971-

1975), then as Director of Personnel within several legal entities of

Measurement & Systems (1975-1983). In 1984, he was transferred to Houston as

Director of Personnel for North America Oilfield Services. In 1985, he was

appointed Vice President Personnel of Schlumberger Limited before being

appointed President of Geco-Prakla, Schlumberger’s seismic company in 1991.

In June 1994, he was appointed Vice President European Affairs and in 1996, he

was appointed Chairman Schlumberger S.A. (formerly Schlumberger Indutries)

and chairman Services Pétroliers Schlumberger. Jean-Dominique Percevault is

also member of the Board of Directors for several organizations and President

of various associations. He was knighted “Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur”.
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Christian Saublens started his professional career at the Standing Committee of

the Glass Industry - CPIV - (1979-1986), before becoming co-ordinator for the

Joint office CEMR/IULA in Brussels (1986-1992). In July 1992, he was appointed

Director of the EURADA (Brussels), where he is responsible for its strategic

development, the achievement of pilot projects in the framework of EU program-

mes, and where he acts as a co-ordinator of various studies managed by the

European Commission. Christian Saublens is also the author of several works on

managing competencies for RDAs, economic development tools,…

He joined Dai Nippon Printing in 1963 after graduating from the Engineering

Dept. of Shinshu University. In 1987, he led the development and practical

application of the CTS (computerized typesetting system), basis for the current

digitization in the printing industry and was later in charge of various information

processing projects. In the 1990’s, he took over the division controlling production

technology and facilities for the entire corporation. In 1993, he became

Managing Director in charge of the Information Systems Division, before being

appointed Executive Managing Director in charge of the Electronics Division.

From 1999 on, he has been in charge of all corporate research and development

and technological development centers as well as the headquarters for promoting

intellectual property rights and research and development.

Gilles de ROBIEN
Minister of Equipment

Transport

Regional Development

Tourism and Sea

FRENCH GOVERNMENT

Christian SAUBLENS
Managing Director

EURADA

Koichi TAKANAMI 
Senior Managing Director

DAI NIPPON 

PRINTING Co., Ltd.

Graduated in Law, Gilles de Robien started his professional career in the insu-

rance sector, activity that he combined with a successful political career as a

member of parliament from 1986 onwards and mayor of the city of Amiens since

1989. He contributed greatly to the dramatic changing of the attractiveness of

the city and its success in locating call centres. He was Vice-President of the

National Assembly from 1993 to 1998 and has been appointed Minister in 2001.

Gilles de Robien is also the author of the well-known “Robien Law” on the

reduction and adjustment of working hours, adopted in June, 11, 1996.
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Michael A. Todman began his career with Price Waterhouse and Co and later

worked for ten years at Wang Laboratories Inc (a hardware and software company).

He joined Whirlpool in 1993 and soon served in positions of increasing respon-

sibility: as General Manager and Vice President for Whirlpool Europe, as

Controller of North America (1995), Vice President of Product Management

(1996) and Vice President of Sears Sales and Marketing (1997). Further named

Executive Vice President, North America, he became member of the executive

committee of Whirlpool Corporate in March 2001. 

James Turley joined the firm's Houston, Texas, office in 1977 after receiving both

his bachelor's and master's degrees from Rice University. He transferred to the

St Louis office in 1979 and joined the partnership in 1987. From 1987 to 1990 he

was the US National Director of Client Services and Business Development. In

1991, he returned to St. Louis where he served as a coordinating partner on

major accounts. From 1993 to 1994, he served as Area Director of

Entrepreneurial Services and, from 1994 to 1998, as Managing Partner of the

Upper Midwest Area. From 1998 to 2000, James Turley was the Metropolitan

New York Area Managing Partner. He was named Deputy Chairman on July, 1st,

2000, and, in July 2001, he succeeded Phil Laskawy as Chairman. He became

Chairman & CEO in October 2003. 

Arto TIMPERI
Manager 

TIMBERJACK ENERGY 

TECHNOLOGY

Michael A. TODMAN
Executive vice President

WHIRLPOOL CORPORATION

President

WHIRLPOOL EUROPE

James TURLEY
Chaiman and CEO 

ERNST & YOUNG

Since 1998, the manager of Timberjack Energy Technology, developing the new bio

energy business area for the company. Before that he worked in the Fusion Power

development at Max Planck Institute für Plasmaphysik in Munich, Germany. In 2002-

2003 he served as a chairman for European Commission to monitor the Fusion

Technology project and the EU 5th Frame Work Programme. He acts currently as a

member of the management boards of the National Wood Energy Programme and

National Fusion Energy Programme (FUSION) and the chairman of the management

board of the Centre for Sustainable Energy (SENTRE) in Tampere. On January 2004 in

Berlin, he was a member of the team winning the EU Commission RES Campaign for

Take-Off Award (PVO, UPM and Timberjack). The same consortium (in addition

Alholmens Kraft) received World Energy Globe Award in Austria on March 2002. In

2002, he was nominated as a Bioenergist of the Year by Finnbio Ry.
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David Walburn worked as Chief Executive of Greater London Enterprise (GLE) for

ten years, standing down in July 2002 to take up the part time role of Policy

Adviser. Greater London Enterprise is an economic development services business

owned by the London boroughs. Its main activities are the mangement and

development of commercial real estate, financial services for smaller businesses,

and consultancy. David Walburn joined the company in 1986 to establish its

venture capital business. David Walburn is a Visiting Professor at London South

Bank University where he is the Director of the Local Economy Policy Unit. 

He was elected President of the European Association of Regional Development

Agencies (EURADA) in November last year. His policy interests include the financing

of smaller businesses and entrepreneurship issues.

Previously, he held the role of Senior Vice President, Asia Pacific,

Pharmaceuticals International since January 2001. He joined Glaxo UK in 1985

and held various positions, including Director of Pharmacy and Distribution in

Glaxo Pharmaceuticals UK, Director of Business Development for Biocompatibles

Limited and International Product Manager for Glaxo Holdings plc. He leter

served as Managing Director, Glaxo South Africa and subsequent promotion to

Area Director for South and East Africa. More recently, he was Vice President

and General Manager, Marketing for Glaxo Wellcome Inc. He served also as

Economic Adviser to the Governor of Ghangzhou, China from 2000 to 2002. He

has a BA in Economics from Nottingham University in the UK.

Philippe VANRIE
Managing Director

European Business and 

Innovation Center Network

David WALBURN
President

EURADA

Andrew WITTY
President

PHARMACEUTICALS EUROPE

GLAXOSMITHKLINE

A Belgian engineer with a passion for innovation, incubation, start-ups and

spin-offs; Philippe caught the “BIC” (Business & Innovation Centre) virus when

he took part in the start-up process of the first EC-BIC in Europe, a success story

(SOCRAN in Liège); Fascinated by industry, he took on marketing and business

development responsibilities within several SMEs, leaders in their market;

When the BIC passion met his European vision, he joined EBN, and became an

expert in Business and Innovation Centres; Philippe is currently Managing

Director of EBN; he manages the European BIC Network (160 BICs + 70 associated

partners) as a “networking entrepreneur”.
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Philippe AUDIC
Regional Delegate
EDF Région Pays
de la Loire

Project Manager at the industrial implantation Delegation for EDF (Electricité de France) from 1987 to 1990,
Philippe Audic was appointed Director of Nantes Atlantique Development in 1990. In 1997 he became
Executive Director at the Economic Development Agency for the Nantes Area. Since January 2000, he has
been Regional Delegate for EDF in charge of Pays de la Loire.
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François LOOS
Minister Delegate 
for Foreign Trade
FRANCE

François Loos, 50, was appointed Minister Delegate for Foreign Trade on 17 June 2002. He was Minister
Delegate for Higher Education and Research in the first Raffarin government. He bas been a National
Assembly Deputy for Bas-Rhin since 1993.François Loos is a graduate of the Ecole Polytechnique and a
chief mining engineer. He holds a postgraduate diploma (DEA) in mathematics. After starting his career
as an engineer with various firms in France and Germany, François Loos became a technical adviser to 
the President of the European Parliament Pierre Pflimlin in 1984 and then to the Minister of Research 
and Technology Hubert Curien (1984-1985). He subsequently became deputy managing director of the
Rhône-Poulenc factory in Thann-Mulhouse and then executive secretary for research at Rhône-Poulenc
(1987-1989). From 1990 to 1993 he was chief executive officer of the Lohr SA group.

Eric HANSOTIA
Director Forestry

JOHN DEERE CONSTRUCTION

& FORESTRY DIVISION

Eric Hansotia, who holds a MBA from Iowa University in May 1998. He began his professional career at
the John Deere Construction Equipment Division as Manufacturing Manager. From 1998 to 2000 he was
Integration Manager at the John Deere Construction and Forestry Division, one of five integration
managers for Deere’s largest acquisition - Timberjack. In July 2002, he was appointed Director Forestry
Operations  and led global forestry manufacturing and engineering organization. 

Abderrazak El MOSSADEQ
Minister delegate 
to prime minister

MOROCCO

Abderrazak El Mossadeq , appointed by his Majesty the King as minister delegate to prime minister,
responsible for General and Economical Affairs and the adjusting of economy, is born in 1948 in Kenitra.
He holds a mathematical bachelor degree from the university of sciences in Rabat, and a master degree
in mathematical studies from the university of Grenoble in France  and a degree of economics statistics
engineer at the national school of the economical administration in Paris. He was also a general director
of the customs administration and indirect taxes. A state secretary to the minister of Finance, responsible
for trade, industry and Handicrafts. A general secretary of the Ministery of commerce and Industry, and
a general director of the office of industrial development.

Ségolène Royal has been President of the Poitou-Charentes Region since March 2004 and member of
Parliament of the  Deux-Sèvres County Council for the last 15 years. She has been a Minister for: 
• from 1992 to 1993 : Environment,
• from 1997 to 2000 : Education,
• from 2000-2002 : Family, Children and disabled  Persons. 
Elected for the first time at the Parliament with socialist party in 1988, she was re-elected in 1993, 1997 and
2002. Since 1988, Ségolène Royal has been focused on local affairs. After graduating from the National School
of Administration (ENA) in 1980, she was appointed Magistrate at the civil law court. Segolène Royal has
written several books : Le Printemps des grands-parents (Laffont, 1987) ; Le Ras-le-bol des bébés zapeurs
(Laffont, 1989) ; Pays, paysans, paysages (Laffont 1992) ; La Vérité d'une femme (Stock, 1996).

Ségolène ROYAL
President
Région 
Poitou-Charentes 
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